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SUMMARY

Thi s nonograph represents the first part of the generalizingresearchcarried out by the
aut hor in1980-1990. It describesthe nateria of Eneolithandthe Early B onze Age nonunent s
of theeasternpart of Kazakhstan, the Atai Territory, thenorthernparts of the Ata Repudlic
and t he sout hern part of the Novosi bi rskaya bl ast, nostly the regi ons by the river (b.

Inits devel opnent the popul ati on of Véstern S beria went through t he sane st ages as
the popul ati on of other regions of our country and anci ent civilizations onthewhole. The
Eneolith Agein Southern S beriastartedinthefirst hal f of the 4 ml|enni umBCand
coi nci ded wth the devel opnent and est abl i shnent of the productive forns of agriculture
whi ch contributedtothe growh of the popul ati on. Eneolithi c nonunents of the Atai
foothills severa tines outnunier neolithicones. It isespecialycharacteristicof the steppe
zone veretherearepracticallynolargeor well-stratifiednedithi c nonunents, but nostly
short-termseasonsettl enents. Wththe appearance of cattl ebreed ng, the steppe and partial | y-
wooded st eppe zones of the southern parts of Véstern S beria are intensi vel y devel oped by
ened hitictribes.

By the present ting,onthisterritory norethan 100 nonunent s have been i nvesti gat ed,
nunerous settl enents, stays, buria nounds, hi ddentreasures anongthem Al of themnake
up t he bol shenyssk eneol i thic culture. The culturegot its nane froma buria nound Bol shoi
Mss by | ake I'tkul . The nost t horoughl y studi ed nonunent s are t he settl enent s Kost enkova
| sbushka, Lyapustin Mss, Korovya Pristan 3, Gorodi sche 1, Konarovo 1 by | ake Itkul,
Ml ougr enevo, Yeni sei skoj e, Tchebashi kha and Kaneshok | by the river B ya, Dol gaya Giva,
Qili nt sovka, Bystryi |stok, Vol chi kha, Tsygankova Sopka, Novoal tai sk, F rsovo 14; the buri a
nounds Tchudat skaya Gora, H rsovo 11 by the river (b. Al arge conpl ex of eneolithic
nonunent s was di scovered and st udi ed i nthe south-westernparts of the Atai Territory and
East er n Kazakhst an.

The st udi ed nonunent s provi ded t he resear ch w t h nuner ous di shware w t h shar p-
and roundshaped bott ons, decoratedwththeinprints of asnooth and denti cul at e kachal ka,
i npressi ons of a back- st eppi ng and st eppi ng cont, | ess often, inprints of adenticul ate
stanp; nunerous dril | ed and ground st one axes, adzes, knives, sagae points, chise's, scrapers,
drills, bushes, knife-shaped strips of stone, arrowpoi nts; bone harpoons, hoes, polishers,
arrowpol nts, copper axes, knives, an's.

The buria cerenony is alikethroughout the whol eterritory. The deceasedlieontheir
backs, streched out, wththe r heads tonardthe east or north-east. Thereis abi g anount of
ador nnent s nade of fangs and i nci sors of a groundhog, badger, fox, sabl e, beaver, bear, deer,
horse

The ant hropol ogi ¢ type represented aneti s vari ant, wi ch had devel oped i nt he process
of | ong-termcontacts of Mongol oi ds and Eur opi ans.

Al the stud ed nonunent s were uni ted by t he aut hor int o t he bol shenyssk eneolithic
cuture Thecuturedevel opsas aresult of theinteractionof loca tribesandal ienkel tinenar
tribes fromt he sout hern and sout h-western parts of Gentral Asia. Afanasiev tribes from
Grny Ata nadetheir contributionat thelater stages of thisprocess. Perhaps, it wasdueto
theinfluence of the Aanasievtribes that cattlebreedi ngand copper processi ng cane to be
used by t he bol shenyssk peopl e. Accordingtothe series of radi ocarbon dates and i nventary,
the cul ture goes back to the second hal f of the 4-3 mil | enni umBC

Inthe second hal f of the 3 mllenniumBG inthe Early Bronze Age, there appeares
anot her wave of mgrants of the Europi antype that had an East nedi terranean origin. Atong
t hemnen aged under 25-30 prevai | ed. The interaction of the | ocal and mgrant peopl e
resultedinthefornation of anewculture at the end of the 3 mllenniumBG whi ch got the
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nane «el uni n» froman unearthed burial nound near village B unino. Inthe anthropol ogi c
t ype there appear es a gradual change froma mxed one, wth clearly defi ned Mngol oi d
features, toa Europi antype, i nwhichthe Mngol oidfeatures are only slightly descerned,
and, later toa purel y Europi an one. Sone sort of nongol oi dness i s nore characteri sti c of
fenal esku | s.

The cul turei s represent ed by nunerous settl enents, season stays and buria nounds.
The nost fanous ones are t he sett | enents Kost enkova | sbushka, Korovya Pristanl, 2, 3,
Ceerki Vost ochnyje; the buria nounds H uninskiy 1, Tel eut skyi Woz, S aroal eyka 2,
Tsygankova Sopka, the burial nound by vil | age Shi punovka.

Al the nonunents provided varied and original naterial . Frst of all, it includes
flatbottoned vessel s , decorat ed wth horizontal andwavy |ines of theinprints of a back-
steppi ng and st eppi ng conb, sonetinesit isadenticul ar kachal ka. A thefinal stages of the
cul ture denti cul ar ornanent at i on becones w de- spread. Axes, adzes, sagae and arrowpoi nts,
kni ves, scrapers, drills, files, conplextod s, stanpers, whetstones, naces, bat ons wth stat ues
of a hunan, bear, horse or sheep head are nade of stone. Lhiqueis a stone vessel decorat ed
wthscenes of awldbull, horses, naral s and roe deer hunt. The hunter i s arned wth a bow
and assi st ed by dogs, sone of thembayi ngthe aninal s, others hol ding back the bul |. Alarge
anount of articles nade of bone was found here. They are especi al | y nunerous at the
settl enent Berezovaya Luka. Anong t hemar e spear poi nt's, harpoons, and pl entiful arrow
points. Sempoi ntswth apol yhedral sectionof the feather and acharactiristic narrow ng at
the |l oner part arespecificcultura indicators. Doubl e-bl aded st emkni ves, one-bl aded ar ched
kni ves and f ormkni ves wth stat ues of ahorse headonthehilt, sagae, spear and arrowpoi nts,
celts, aws, adornnents are nade of bronze. The anal ysi s of the substantial nateria and
especi al |y di shvare ornanent ati on al | ows us t o nake t he concl usi on about the continuity of
the bol shenyssk ened ithic culture.

The burial cerenony isthesanefor all territories. The deceased were buriedina
withedpositionontheir left , lessoftenontheir right sides or ontheir backs, wththe r
heads toward the east or the south-east. There areoftentraces of fireor ochre. The nunier
of buried peopl e that had coneto avi ol ent deat hincreases dranatical ly.

New el enent s such as i nages of chariots inthe buria nounds and stone pi ctures
(«pi sani tsa») and scul ptures of a nan-warrior appear intheart of the el uni n peopl e. The
wor shi p of anan-warrior and fornmation of the cult, whi ch was nai ntai ned and attended t o
by speci a peopl e, appear inreligious beliefs. The appearance of thiscult i s connectedwth
theelevationof therdeof ananas adefender of hiskin, cattleherds, pastures, vater bod es,
who i n extrene envi ronnent al condi tions can vent ure | ong-termand di stant mgrati ons for
the sake of conqueri ngnewterritoriesandinsearchof possiblesocia partners. It isclearly
seenw th the el uni n peopl e. The appear ance of the «prince s» arng and attri but es — kni ves
and bat ons wth a scul pture onthe top, whichwere used as attributes of power, proves the
fornationof cultureof war eliteandthecult of bronze arns.

CGatlebreedingacquired nore significanceduringtheelunintine. Wnter settlenents
showa dranat i c preval ence of cattlebreeding over hunting. So, at the settl enent Berezovaya
Luka t he bones of donestic ani nal s account for 99%of al | bone remmants, goats and sheep
takingthefirst place, horses—thesecond, cattle—thethirdone. A tenporary sunmer stays
t he bones of donestic ani nal s account for 50-80% The ratio of the bone remmant s of
donestic aninal sis approxi natel y the sane. The conpositionof theherdindicatesits great
nobi | i ty, whi chwas, obvi ously, connected w th the systemof seasonmgrations: toAtai
steppe and part | y-wooded stepperegionsinspring, andtotheva leys of theriversrisingfrom
Gorny Altal inautum. Nunerous naterial s showa highlevel of the devel opnent of
br onzepr ocessi ng and bonecar vi ng.
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Summary

The excavat i ons of the Berezovaya Luka settl enent, which due to natural disasters
(highwaters, floods) was preserved for nany centuries under athree-neter | ayer of silt, as
wel | as of Tel eutskiy Woz buria nound provi ded t he resear ch w t h nunerous remmant s of
wood and articl es nade of it, whi ch gave an opportunity togainawnd e series of rad ocarbon
dates. Thesedates together wththe al ready avai | abl e ones a | oned t o speci fy the chrond og cal
boundaries of theeluninculture nore precisely. Itsfornationstartsinthemdd e- the
second hal f of the 3 mllenniumBC andit ceasestoexist inthefirst half —the mdd e of
thel6 century BC Sartingfromthat tine, tribes of theandronovculturebegintosettliein
the south of Vestern S beria, whichoust theel uninpeopletothenorthernparts of reg ons
betweentherivers and Irtysh. Hre, wththe participationof |ocal tribes, the krotov
culture, existingat the sane ti ne as the andronov one, isforned. The krotov tribes interact
actively wth the andronov ones, whichis confirned by the bronze i nventory.

Thee unincu turelocalizesinsteppe, partly-wooded steppe andfoothill regionsof the
south of Véstern S beriafromthe second hal f of the 3 mllenniumBCtill theturnof the
17-16 —the mddl e of 16" century BG the krotov cul t ure occupi es the part | y-wooded st eppe
zones between therivers  and I rtysh and exi sts fromthe mdd e of the 2 ml | enni umBC
till theturnof the 13-12 centuri es BC
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